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CHEVROLET

Members Only Discount

Farm Bureau members are eligible for $500 off
the purchase or lease of qualified 2016 and 2017
Chevrolet, Buick or GMC vehicles. From Silverado
to Encore to Terrain and more!

e Must be a member for 30 days

o Stackable with other GM offers

o Visit FBVerify.com/GM to print your
Membership Verification Certificate

NYFB.ORG = E 1.800.342.4143
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Yates County Farm Bureau
Board of Directors

Larry Lewis, President ................... 315-531-1906
Dave Pendleton, Vice President....585-478-5936
Peter Martini, Secretary................ 315-382-2419
Eileen Farnan, Treasurer............... 315-727-9114
Matt LEWIS ...vveeeeriiieeieiiiee e 315-439-9952
Ed PiNNEO ..evvveeeieeeeeieee e 315-536-6379
Paul ENOS ....evvveieiieeee e 315-536-9591
George Disbrow .......ccccoeeveeeernnen. 315-536-8548
Skip Jensen, Field Advisor ............. 315-536-1437
CNYFB Regional Office................... 315-252-1367

NYFB Office and Workers’ Comp. .800-342-4143

Yates County Board Meetings are usually held on
the third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at
1459 Milo Center Road in Penn Yan.
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President’s Report

Greetings,

I’m Larry Lewis, your new
county Farm Bureau
President. For those of you

B that don’t know me, my
family and | moved to Penn
Yan in 1981 to the Castner farm on the Guyawoga
Road. I've been farming organically for the last 20
years. My son Matthew and | farm 600 acres,
owned and rented. We raise crops for organic
dairy and poultry.

| am keeping up with the age of recycling. | was
the county President 20 plus years ago, so | guess
I’'m recycled.

The main reason | agreed to be your President, is
that | believe in what Farm Bureau stands for.
Farm Bureau is about the only voice in agriculture
to stand up and protect our rights as farmers. We
are less than 2% of the population feeding the
other 98%. We need to be proud of what we do
and stand up for that right.

Farm Bureau’s strength are in our grassroots
leadership, and concerns coming from local
membership. | would like to thank you for your
membership, but as with most organizations, we
are only as strong as our member base. We need
the support of our friends, neighbors, and
suppliers. Don’t be afraid to ask them to join us!

Thank you,
Larry Lewis

You Can Make a Difference

Farmers from across the state will travel to Albany in
March for New York Farm Bureau’s annual Lobby Day.
Yates County will be there to advocate on behalf of all
of our members. We will meet with our own elected
officials, along with our “adopted” legislators that
represent districts far removed from farm
communities. These meetings have been an
invaluable resource in building relationships with
decision makers who don’t deal with issues of rural
New York on a daily basis. Being able to give them a
farmer’s perspective, from a farmer, has a profound
difference when it is time for them to vote on
legislation that impacts agriculture.

You don’t have to travel to Albany or Washington to
advocate on behalf of agriculture. The New York Farm
Bureau website has made it easy for you to contact
your legislators to ensure they know your opinion on
important issues that affect your farm, your business,
and your food supply. Here you will find a host of
issues and easy ways to help influence the way
government responds toward agriculture. It has been
a difficult couple of years, from low commodity
prices, minimum wage hikes, excessive taxes to
severe overregulation and rising input costs. We need
to ensure our government is investing in you, and for
future generations to come. Together our collective
voice can make a difference.

Inside this newsletter you will find the contact
information for your state and national
representatives. Reach out and make your voice
heard!



