
 Communications Department

1,310
members saved 

on members-only 
programs such as 

Budget, Cat, Choice 
Hotels, Grainger, Ford 

and John Deere

$7 million
paid in dividends to 

Workers’ Compensation 
Safety Group 486 

members 

2,150
members enrolled 

in Safety Group 
486

$421,000
members saved

on purchases
with Case IH

and Caterpillar

Member 
Savings 2024

Safety 
Group 486 

In 2024, NYFB Safety Group 486 added workers’ 
compensation codes 2081 (Butchering or Slaughtering) 

and 2089 (Packing Houses). As the definition of agriculture 
in New York State evolves, SG486 will continue to expand 
to meet the needs of all members. This year, $7.776 million 
was paid to policyholders, representing the 2023 dividend 
of 45%. 

The five-year average dividend is 42%. Plus, eligible 
policyholders receive the maximum 20% NYSIF upfront 
discount and an additional 5% through NYFB SG486.

With more than 2,130 active policies and $914 million in 
payroll, NYFB Safety Group 486 is the largest NYSIF safety 
group by policy count. We continue to work with NYSIF Out 
of State Coverage (OSC) in offering our New York-based 
business coverage options for locations outside the state. 

We are also working with the New York Compensation 
Insurance Ratings Board in providing more defined 
operations descriptions for agritourism and aquaculture, 
with the goal of more appropriate class codes for workers’ 
compensation purposes.

Food & Farm Experience
in Central New York
Farm and Food Experience (FFX), a three-day conference hosted 
by NYFB in mid-October, welcomed 30 guidance counselors 
and several presenters to the Craftsman Inn in Fayetteville, N.Y. 
With a focus on careers in agriculture, the conference featured 
keynote speaker Monica Cody of Farmstead 1868 and several 
expert panelists, plus tours of nearby farms, agribusinesses and 
orchards.  The conference was organized by Laurie Beach, NYFB 
director of events; Johanna Bossard, Barbland and White Eagle 
Dairy co-owner, ag teacher and FFA advisor; and Katie Carpenter, 
director, N.Y. Agriculture in the Classroom at Cornell University.

Monica Cody, right, of Farmstead 1868 shows her lavender 
products to conference participants .

 FFX participants at the Milton CAT facility tour.

“This was one of the best professional 
development opportunities I have attended. 
Each session was extremely informative 
and engaging. The presenters were so 
passionate about their work! Once I 
returned to school, I scheduled a meeting 
with our assistant superintendent to 
discuss how we can take next steps!”

 FFX participant
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YF&R committee members at Fresh Greens Long Island, a 
hydroponic operation growing leafy greens in a container.

The YF&R committee sponsored tickets to the rodeo for the 
policy picnic attendees. 

Young Farmers & Ranchers

The NYFB Young Farmers & Ranchers (YF&R) Program 
continues working to off er programming to our state’s young 

farmers and agricultural professionals. Our state committee 
meets virtually on a quarterly basis to discuss program planning. 
This year’s annual in-person committee meeting was held on 
Long Island and included farm tours along with an interactive 
panel discussion of local leaders. 

The state committee continues to work in conjunction with the 
Harvest for All program by volunteering their time to regional 
food banks and collecting donated goods. The group partnered 
this year with Nationwide Insurance to off er informational 
webinars on topics like risk management and fi nancial planning. 

Summer 2024 programming also 
included a policy picnic and rodeo 
in Central New York.

NYFB YF&R members joined 
the State Committee at a 
leadership conference held on 
Cornell campus. Several NYFB 
young farmers, including our 
2024 Collegiate Discussion Meet 
contestant, attended the AFBF 
YF&R leadership conference 
in Nebraska. Young farmers 
participate in monthly AFBF YF&R 
connect calls to learn more about 
programs for young farmers and 
diff erent commodities, and to 
network with other young farmers 
from across the country. 

They also participated in the YF&R competitive events, the 
Achievement Award, the Excellence in Agriculture Award and 
Discussion Meet contests at this past year’s AFBF Annual 
Meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

NYFB works with three active collegiate chapters: Cornell, 
SUNY Cobleskill and SUNY Morrisville. The chapters conduct 
regularly scheduled meetings, participate in campus events 
and off er other activities for students, including farm tours and 
attendance at NYFB events.

The NYFB YF&R continues to support the youth involved in 
New York State FFA and 4-H chapters. In the spring, an NYFB 
representative spoke at the FFA convention, and NYFB off ered 
interactive workshops for FFA students. 

YF&R members sorted and 
packaged donated canned 
goods for Ithaca Kitchen 
Cupboard food pantry at 
their winter conference. 
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Promotion & Education

The New York Farm Bureau Promotion and Education 
(P&E) Program had a successful year of programs and 

activities. The 2024 State P&E Committee members were 
Bill Zalakar (Chair), Kathleen Rossette, Jeanette Miller, Jami 
Thompson, Nikole Watts, Emily Olsenwik, Karen K. Howard, 
Mary Jeanne Packer, Steven Smith, Courtney Roberts, 
Laurie McBride, Mallory McCullouch, Chelsea Jones and 
Edith Skellie. 

The committee met virtually multiple times during the 
year. They also met in July at the NYFB offi  ce to discuss 
current promotion and education activities in the counties, 
along with the future role of the committee in connecting 
County Farm Bureaus with promotion and education 
resources. 

The featured book this year was “I LOVE Strawberries” 
by Shannon Anderson. Thank you to all the NYFB members 
who visited local classrooms during the week and read 
this book to elementary students along with doing an 
educational activity. 

AFBF Senior Director, Advocacy and Grassroots Program 
Development Tom Donnelly attended the meeting and 
presented on Advocacy, Story Telling and Farm Tours. 
New York Agriculture in the Classroom Director Katie 
Carpenter also presented at the meeting on programs her 
organization off ers. During the meeting, the committee 
toured a freight farm at Broadview Federal Credit Union in 
Albany and learned how hydroponic container farming is 
providing produce to local communities.

In March, Bill Zalakar, Mallory McCullouch and Laurie 
McBride, along with NYFB Senior Associate Director of 
Public Policy/P&E Program Coordinator Renée St. Jacques, 
attended the American Farm Bureau Federation Target 
Training in Columbus, Ohio. They received training on 
consumer engagement and strategies to help communicate 
with the public about agriculture. Bill Zalakar continues to 
represent New York on the AFBF Promotion and Education 
Committee. In July, Renée St. Jacques attended the AFBF 
Leadership, Education and Engagement Staff  Conference 
in Savannah, Ga., where she received training on 
leadership development, facilitation/education and member 
engagement.

After participating in the Field to Fork Face-Off  at the 
AFBF Target Training, the P&E committee suggested 
using this event as a P&E fundraiser at the 2024 NYFB 
State Convention. The event was a success! Thank you to 

everyone who competed in the game show and attended 
the event. 

The NYFB Agricultural Youth Scholarship program 
had another successful year, with more than 40 applications 
submitted by high school seniors. Lilly Mills in District 5 
received first place and a $3,000 scholarship. Cameron 
Stanton from District 11 received second place and a 
$2,000 scholarship. The other nine district winners 
received cash prizes. Finally, New York’s Agricultural 
Literacy Week was held March 18-22.

From left: NYFB Senior Associate Director of Public Policy 
Renée St. Jacques and Promotion and Education Committee 
members Bill Zalakar, Mallory McCullouch, and Laurie McBride 
attended the AFBF Target Training in Columbus, Ohio.

FFA members at Romulus CSD read this year’s chosen book, 
“I LOVE Strawberries,” to their classes and presented a hands-
on lesson on the strawberry life cycle.
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BY THE NUMBERS:

Revenue based on FY 2024
(includes Farm Bureau and Member Services)

Expenses based on FY 2024 
(includes Farm Bureau and Member Services)

Administrati on/
Overhead

22%

County 
Services

23%

Awards & 
Recogniti on 

1%

Membership
Services 
23%

Public Policy
15%

Workers’
Compensati on

5%

Informati on
Technology

3%

Communicati ons/
Grassroots 

8%

Farm Bureau
Membership Dues

23%

County Farm
Bureau Services

and Sponsor Sharing 
4%Group Managers Fee for 

Workers’ Compensati on
46%

Member Service 
Partners

2%

Contributi ons/
Misc. Program 
Income 13%

Royalty 
Income 10%

Adverti sing
2%

NYFB ADVOCACY 2024

1,423
e-lobby letters sent 

to legislators 
by members

$6 million
in ag promotion in the 
State Budget from our 

lobbying efforts

$18 million
in agriculture research in 

the State Budget from 
our lobbying efforts

$77.5 million 
in farm environmental programs in the
 State Budget from our lobbying efforts

200+
topics lobbied on at the 

local, state and 
federal levels

1,300
legislative bills monitored 

NYFB’s Legal Referral Service

NYFB’s Legal Service and Referral Plan 
continues to assist members who may be in 
need of legal counsel. This includes members 
who have legal questions or concerns and are 
looking for attorneys who specialize in the area 
of law that matches their needs. In 2024, the free 
referral program provided information to 34 NYFB 
members who called the state o�  ce. As part of the 
program, participating attorneys o� er Farm Bureau 
members a 15% discount on their fees. 

NYFB continues to grow the Legal Defense Fund 
to be ready to protect farmers’ rights in the legal 
arena. The Fund is utilized in cases that involve a 
Farm Bureau policy issue and stand to have a far-
reaching e� ect on agriculture and impact farmers 
throughout the state. 

The NYFB Legal Library sold issues of its 
Farmer’s Guide to Truck & Farm Implement Laws 
& Regulations and the Farmer’s Guide to ICE and 
Law Enforcement Activities to help employers 
know their rights and responsibilities.

Washington County Summer Farm Tour 
NYFB board members and staff  enjoyed a gorgeous June day in 
Washington County for the annual state board tour. 

Administrati on/
Overhead

22%

Awards & 
Recogniti on 

Membership
Services 
23%

Public Policy
15%

Workers’
Compensati on

5%

3%
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County Farm
Bureau Services 

and Sponsor Sharing 
4%

 

 

New York Farm Bureau 
attracted a record-breaking 
400-plus attendees and nearly 
70 sponsors to its State Annual 
Convention (StaCon) in Verona, 
N.Y., held Dec. 3-5. This was 
the 68th annual meeting of the 
organization. 

The theme for this year’s 
convention, “Farming Forward: 
Diversification, Innovation, 
Leadership,” brought together 

members, agribusinesses and 
thought leaders to share new 
technology, learn ways to farm 
smarter, promote the agricultural 
industry and more. 

The event included nine 
educational workshops that 
focused on zoning, permits 
and assessments; changes in 
predictive weather science; 
advocating for agriculture; 
thriving through diversification; 
harnessing digital technologies; 

adaptive leadership in 
agriculture; adapting a systems 
approach to farm performance; 
diversifying the market with 
Farm to School; and ensuring 
fire safety.

Delegates from 52 county 
Farm Bureaus engaged in robust 
discussions of a variety of new 
policies at the State Annual 
Meeting, including issues related 
to maple, dairy, equine, labor 
and renewable energy.

NYFB Delegates Debate Policy for 2025

 JORDAN FLEMING/NYS ASSEMBLY 

NYFB Participates in 
Healthy School Meals 
for All Event at Capitol
NYFB Senior Associate Director of 
Public Policy Renée St. Jacques 
spoke at a coalition press 
conference on Jan. 29 at the New 
York State Capitol in support of 
the Healthy School Meals for 
All legislation. It was part of an 
advocacy day for the bill, which 
would expand funding to cover 
school lunches for all students and 
increase the purchasing of local 
farm products for school meals. 

Washington County Summer Farm Tour 
NYFB board members and staff enjoyed a gorgeous June day in 
Washington County for the annual state board tour. 
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Yates CFB Successfully 
Defends Local Cidery

A dream of producing cider and 
opening a cidery has become a reality 
for the Geertz family in Jerusalem, N.Y. 

Jean, Syd, Doug and Eric Geertz are 
the owners of TreeTops Cidery, located 
on the Bluff  on Keuka Lake.  

Eric and Doug began making cider 
as a hobby, sharing their creations 
with friends and family. Jean and Syd 
purchased a small farm in 2001.  

In 2020, they offi  cially launched their 
business, and in the spring of 2022, 
they received their license from the NYS 
Liquor Authority. Shortly thereafter, they 
received an operating permit from the 
Town of Jerusalem. 

Neighbors began sharing concerns 
about their cidery and farm with the 
town zoning and planning boards. In 
July 2022, the town denied a special 
use permit and revoked their operating 
permit.  

Because they are located in a county-
approved, state-certifi ed agricultural 
district, they requested a review from 
the NYS Department of Agriculture and 
Markets. 

In November 2023, Jean was speaking 
with a dairy farmer friend about their 
issue with the town, and he suggested 
she contact Yates County Farm Bureau.  

Coincidentally, the agricultural 
district in which the farm is located was 
scheduled for an eight-year review.  

The Town of Jerusalem requested that 
the county Ag and Farmland Protection 
Board remove their farm from the district.  

Yates County Farm Bureau leaders met 
with the Farmland Protection Board and 
lobbied them to keep TreeTops Cidery 
within the district.  

County Farm Bureau Vice President 
Jason Henderson testifi ed before the 
Yates County Legislature and asked them 
to approve the board’s recommendation 
to keep the cidery as part of the district.  

In May 2024, the county legislature 
approved the ag district with the cidery 
included.

The NYS Department of Agriculture 

and Markets issued a fi nal opinion in May 
2024, in which they found that TreeTops 
Cidery was a startup farm, and that the 
town was unreasonably restricting them 
within an agricultural district.  

The town responded in June, saying 
that while they dispute the department’s 
fi ndings, they will not seek to push the 
issue any farther. Shortly thereafter, the 
Geertz family received their operating 
and sign permits from the town, allowing 
the business’s doors to stay open.

Eric Geertz, a co-owner of TreeTops Cidery.

“Farm Bureau was key 
to our success. They 
not only prevented the 
town from overstepping 
through proposed zoning 
changes, but they protected 
our right to use our 
agriculturally zoned land.”

Jean Geertz
Co-owner, TreeTops Cidery

NYFB Applauds 
Passage of Direct-
to-Consumer Bill

Gov. Kathy Hochul signed 
the Direct-to-Consumer 
Shipping bill (S2852A / 
A3132A) on Aug. 19, which 
authorizes the direct 
intrastate and interstate 

shipment of 
spirits, cider and 
mead. NYFB 
had strongly 
supported the bill, 
which provides 
parity to New 
York’s small craft 
manufacturers.

“We are excited 
for our farm distillers and 
farm cideries, who will 
now be able to expand 
their market by shipping 
their products directly 
to consumers. This is a 
lifeline for many struggling 
distilleries and cideries 
throughout the state. This 
will help strengthen the fruit, 
grain and potato industry in 
New York and is a huge win 
for agriculture,” said New 
York Farm Bureau President 
David Fisher.

 “We are very happy 
that the DTC legislation 
made it across the fi nish 
line. Thank you again to 
Assemblymember Lupardo 
and Senator Skoufi s for 
their hard work in making 
this happen. This is a great 
lifeline for many struggling 
distilleries and cideries, as 
well as the farmers who 
supply them with their locally 
grown ingredients,” said Kyle 
Wallach, NYFB Associate 
Director of Public Policy. 
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