


In July, a YF&R group gathered in Geneva for a day of learning, connection and great food. From farm tours to conversations about 
business and history, these experiences help young farmers grow their skills and strengthen our agricultural community.

New York Farm 
Bureau was proud 
to sponsor the 
100th New York FFA 
Convention and 
the Empire Degree 
Luncheon, where 
Rich De Meyer, 
chair of the NYFB 
Young Farmers 
and Ranchers 
Committee, 
delivered remarks 
celebrating a century 
of FFA leadership.

Young Farmers & Ranchers

The New York Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers & Ranchers (YF&R) program 
continues working to offer programming 

to our state’s young farmers and agricultural 
professionals. Our state committee meets 
virtually on a monthly basis to discuss program 
planning. 

This year’s annual in-person committee 
meeting was held at StaCon, where committee 
members participated in the Myers-Briggs Type 
Indicator (MBTI), a psychological assessment 
that identifies an individual’s personality type. 
The MBTI aims to help people understand their 
natural preferences and those of others for 
better communication and relationships. 

The state committee continues to work in 
conjunction with the Harvest for All program 
through American Farm Bureau Federation by 
volunteering their time to regional food banks 
and collecting donated goods. During our 2025 
annual leadership conference the committee, 
along with conference attendees, packed over 
500 snack bags containing items donated by 
the YF&R program for the Boys and Girls Club of 
East Syracuse weekend backpack program. 

The group partnered this year with Nationwide 
Insurance to offer informational webinars on 
topics like agritourism and agricultural crime 

prevention. Our summer programming included 
a policy picnic and farm tours in the Finger Lakes 
Region. 

Several of our NYFB young farmers, including 
our 2025 Collegiate Discussion Meet contestant 
from Cornell University, attended and AFBF 
Fusion conference in Denver, CO. Young farmers 
from across the state participated in monthly 
AFBF YF&R connect calls to learn more about 
programs for young farmers and different 
commodities, and to network with other young 
farmers from across the country.  

NYFB is happy to announce a new collegiate 
chapter at Alfred State College. The YF&R 
Committee works with four active collegiate 
chapters: Cornell, SUNY Cobleskill, Alfred, 
and SUNY Morrisville. The chapters conduct 
regularly scheduled meetings, participate in 
campus events, and provide other activities for 
students, including farm tours and attendance 
at NYFB events. The NYFB YF&R programs 
continue to support the youth involved in New 
York State FFA and 4-H chapters. This spring our 
NYFB YF&R chair had the honor to speak at the 
New York State FFA 100th Annual Convention 
during the prestigious Empire Degree Luncheon, 
sponsored by the NYFB YF&R program. 



In July, a YF&R group gathered in Geneva for a day of learning, connection and great food. From farm tours to conversations about 
business and history, these experiences help young farmers grow their skills and strengthen our agricultural community.

NYFB’s Bill Zalakar, center, joined the P&E Committee in New 
York City to try out the new “Ask a Farmer” program. The 
group engaged the public in conversations about where their 
food comes from.

Ask a Farmer

NYFB Youth Scholarship Winners

Promotion & Engagement

County Farm Bureau Relations & Development Director John 
Wagner hosted “Sow You Think You Know?”at StaCon. 

It was an exciting year of 
transition, growth and leadership 
changes for the Promotion & 

Engagement Committee. Mallory 
McCullouch stepped into the role 
of P&E Chair. Laurie Beach, NYFB 
Director of Events & Development, 
assumed the role of coordinator. We 
thank Bill Zalakar, who transitioned 
to Executive Director of Long Island 
Farm Bureau, and Renée St. 
Jacques, who was promoted to 
director of NYFB’s Public Policy 
Department, for their service and 
dedication.  
     Throughout 2025, P&E 
members were actively engaged 
across the state, supporting 
signature programs and events 
including Ag Literacy Week, 
NYFB scholarships, Ask a Farmer, 
FUSION, and the committee’s StaCon 
fundraiser, the “Sow You Think You Know” trivia game.

Food & Farm Experience
In mid-October, New York Farm Bureau hosted the Food & 
Farm Experience (FFX), a two-day program in Cattaraugus 
County for 30 school guidance counselors. Through on-site 
visits, counselors learned firsthand about the wide range of 
careers in agriculture, including farming, agri-tourism and 
manufacturing. One participant noted, “This was one of the 
best counselor programs I have attended… I had no idea 
how many different career opportunities were involved in 
agriculture.” Below: A tour of Gutchess Lumber.

Anna MaxwellJack Beyer

Mallory McCullouch

Laurie Beach

Jack Beyer of 
Lowville, NY, was 
the first-place 
youth scholarship 
state winner. 
Anna Maxwell of 
Cambridge, NY 
was the second-
place winner. 



Revenue based on FY 2025
(includes Farm Bureau and Member Services)

BY THE NUMBERS:

Expenses based on FY 2025 
(includes Farm Bureau and Member Services)

Administrati on/
Overhead

22%

County 
Services

23%

Awards & 
Recogniti on 

1%

Membership
Services 
23%

Public Policy
15%

Workers’
Compensati on

5%

Informati on
Technology

3%

Communicati ons/
Grassroots 

8%

Farm Bureau
Membership Dues

24%

County Farm
Bureau Services

and Sponsor 
Sharing 

4%

Member Service 
Partners

2%

Contributi ons/
Misc. Program 

Income
 16%

Royalty 
Income
 11%

Adverti sing
2%

NYFB’s Legal Resources

NYFB’s Legal Service and Referral Plan continues to assist 
members who may be in need of legal counsel. This includes 
members who have legal questions or concerns and are 
looking for attorneys who specialize in the area of law that 
matches their needs. This past year the free referral program 
provided information to 23 NYFB members who called the 
state offi  ce. As part of the program, participating attorneys 
off er Farm Bureau members a 15% discount off  their fees. 
We were pleased to add two more law fi rms to our service in 
2025. 

NYFB continues to grow the Legal Defense Fund to be 
ready to protect farmers’ rights in the legal arena. The fund is 
utilized in cases that involve a Farm Bureau policy issue and 
stand to have a far-reaching eff ect on agriculture and impact 
farmers throughout the state. 

In response to an increase in raids and other ICE activity, 
in 2025 we worked with outside counsel to update NYFB’s 
immigration guide, now the Farmer’s Guide to Immigration 
Worksite Enforcement: An Employer’s Rights and 
Responsibilities.  This new version provides an overview of 
federal laws and regulations related to ICE and immigration 
laws, various defi nitions, and an explanation of the general 
authority of ICE offi  cers and their authority to conduct 
searches, including permissible conduct by an ICE/CBP 
offi  cer and what to do after an ICE raid.  

We continue to off er the Farmer’s Guide to Truck and 
Implement Laws and Regulations, a comprehensive guide 
which provides an overview of the myriad of New York State 
and federal laws and regulations related to farm vehicles 
and implements. Topics include licensing, registration of 
both farm plate and agricultural vehicles, general vehicle 
regulations, farm implements and equipment,  alcohol and 
drug testing requirements, and more.

In June, NYFB hosted the Legal Information and Networking 
Conference (LINC) and Environmental Issues Conference 
(EIC) in Geneva, NY, bringing together Farm Bureau staff  from 
across the country to discuss pressing legal and environmental 
challenges in agriculture.

NYFB ADvOCaCY 2025

$16 million 
in agriculture 

research in the 
State Budget 

from our 
lobbying efforts
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LINC/EIC Conference in Geneva



YF&R Committee member Christain Lewis at 
the State Annual Meeting

The cornhole tournament, which raised funds for the Young Farmers 
& Ranchers program, was a popular event at StaCon this year.

Keynote speaker Maureen Ballatori shared practical tips on how to 
use AI on the farm.

New York Farm Bureau’s State Annual Convention 
(StaCon) has evolved into a fl agship event that 
educates, engages and empowers members while 
strengthening the organization’s grassroots foundation. 
Once focused primarily on conducting offi  cial Farm 
Bureau business, StaCon has been transformed 
through strategic planning, member feedback and a 
commitment to innovation into a dynamic professional 
development and networking experience that helps 
cultivate future leaders.

The creation of a Director of Events and Development 
role brought professional structure, year-round strategy 
and a clear vision for growth. New elements, including 
a formal workshop Request for Proposals process, 

dynamic keynote sessions and the launch of the Mini-
Grant Challenge, have strengthened engagement and 
delivered practical, member-driven outcomes that 
support farms and communities.

Growth in both sponsorship support and attendance 
over the past two years refl ects how strategic vision 
and collaboration have successfully revitalized StaCon 
and reinvigorated this long-standing tradition.

In recognition of this transformation, New York Farm 
Bureau was named the winner of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation’s New Horizon Award, a national 
honor celebrating innovative state programs that drive 
member engagement and organizational growth. 

We are proud of StaCon’s continued momentum and 
look forward to its ongoing success.

A Growing Legacy of Leadership and Engagement
State Annual Convention 

Distinguished Service to Agriculture Award 
winner Eric Ooms

YF&R Committee member Sarah Teed with 
AFBF President Zippy Duvall 
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In 2025, NYFB members 
were invited to submit a 
project idea that would 
improve the resilience 
or profi tability of their ag 
business.

The NYFB Mini Grant 
Challenge gave members 
a chance to win $2,500 or 
$5,000 to support improvements that boost resilience or 
profi tability to their operations. 

Finalists pitched their ideas live at the NYFB State 
Annual Convention.

The fi rst place winner, David Campbell, won $5,000 for 
pioneering sap-chilling technology to support climate-
resilient maple production. 

The second place winner was Mary Jeanne Packer. 
She will use her $2,500 prize to expand the fi ne wool 
processing capacity of her business, Battenkill Fibers.  
Runners up were Patrick Barczys, Connor Alan Howley 
and Austin Fargnoli. 

First Annual Mini-Grant 
Challenge a Major Success

In March, NYFB members brought agriculture into 
the classroom during Ag Literacy Week. Katie Hill, 
Cattaraugus County Farm Bureau Promotion & Education 
Committee chair, and Tess McKinley, Steuben County 
Farm Bureau Promotion & Education Committee chair, 
read “The Pie that Molly Grew” by Sue Heavenrich. The 
book helped students understand where their food comes 
from. Most county Farm Bureaus supported Ag Literacy by 
donating books to local schools.

NYFB Members Volunteer 
for Ag in the Classroom


